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Judiciary of Guam 

FY 2025 Travel Expenditures by Funding Source 

1st Quarter (October to December 2024) 

Traveler Purpose of Travel Source of 

Funds 

Cost of the 

Travel 

Arroyo, Hannah G. The Appellate Judges Education 

Institute (AJEI) Summit on November 

14-17, 2024 in Boston, Massachussetts.

Local  

Appropriations 

$         4,000.00 

Balajadia, Ryan T. To provide Judicial Security for Chief 

Justice Robert J. Torres who will 

attend the Pacific Judicial Council 

2024 Environmental Law & Science 

Conference scheduled on October 28-

31, 2024 in Koror, Palau.  

Continuing 
Education 
Morale, 

Recreation & 
Welfare 
Program

2,316.89 

Bonardi, Mia E. Pacific Judicial Council 2024 

Environmental Law & Science 

Conference on October 28-31, 2024 in 

Koror, Palau.  

Local  

Appropriations 

250.00 

Casil, Melissa M. The Association for the Treatment and 

Prevention of Sexual Abuse (ATSA) 

43rd Annual Research & Treatment 

Conference on October 16-18, 2024 in 

San Antonio, Texas.  

Diversion 
Program

4,000.00 

Cenzon, Maria T. eCourts 2024 on December 9-11, 2024 

in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Local  

Appropriations 

4,202.76 

Eschbach, Maria Erica R. The Appellate Judges Education 

Institute (AJEI) Summit on November 

14-17, 2024 in Boston, Massachussetts.

Local  

Appropriations 

4,014.15 

Iriarte, Elyze M. Managing Complex Litigation on 

October 7-10, 2024 in Nashville, 

Tennessee. 

Local  

Appropriations 

5,000.00 
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Traveler Purpose of Travel  

 

Source of  

Funds 

Cost of the 

Travel 

 

Lamorena, Alberto C. 

 

 

The American Judges Association 

(AJA) Annual Conference on October 

5-10, 2024 in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

 

 

Local  

Appropriations 

 

 

5,000.00 

 

Perez, Vernon P. 

 

Antiracist Courtroom and Reducing 

Disparity Through Nontraditional 

Diversion on October 21-25, 2024 in 

Montgomery, Alabama. 

 

 

Local  

Appropriations 

 

 

3,352.97 

 

Prisbey, Dallin J. 

 

Pacific Judicial Council 2024 

Environmental Law & Science 

Conference on October 28-31, 2024 in 

Koror, Palau. 

 

 

Local  

Appropriations 

 

 

250.00 

 

Shirriff, Victoria A. 

 

Pacific Judicial Council 2024 

Environmental Law & Science 

Conference on October 28-31, 2024 in 

Koror, Palau. 

 

 

Local  

Appropriations 

 

 

250.00 

 

Sison Jr., Benjamin C. 

 

The American Judges Association 

(AJA) Annual Conference on October 

5-10, 2024 in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

 

 

Local  

Appropriations 

 

 

4,854.90 

 

Torres, Robert J. 

 

The American Judges Association 

(AJA) Annual Conference on October 

5-10, 2024 in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

 

 

Local  

Appropriations 

 

 

4,867.97 

  

The Appellate Judges Education 

Institute (AJEI) Summit on November 

14-17, 2024 in Boston, 

Massachussetts; and National Center 

for State Courts (NCSC) Fall Events 

for the Chief Justices and Courts 

Administrators and the 29th Annual 

William H. Rehnquist Award on 

November 21, 2024 in Washington, 

D.C. 

 

 

Local  

Appropriations 

 

 

6,461.69 

 

Grand Total 

 

   

$       48,821.33 
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Hannah G. Arroyo
Appellate Judges Education Institute 2024 SUmmit
Supreme Court
November 14-17, 2024
Boston, MA

I am very thankful to have had the opportunity to attend the Appellate Judges Education Institute (AJEI)
summit for Appellate Judges, Lawyers, and Staff Attorneys. The Summit took place in Boston, MA, from
November 14-17, 2024.

Conference attendees included state and federal judges and legal professionals from around the nation.
The topics for the various forums were interesting, informative, and very useful to me in my work with the
Judiciary. Topics ranged from AI and its use in the practice of law and of legal decision-making, to the
impact on fines and fees post-Ferguson, to a very interesting ethics and transparency panel moderated by
Chief Justice Torres. Among the highlights of the summit were the chat with former Solicitor General Neal
Katyal and the Supreme Court review of civil and criminal cases, where Dean Erwin Chemerinsky (U.C.
Berkley School of Law) presented updates and insightful commentary on recent Supreme Court decisions,
highlighting the trends that seem to be emerging in U.S. jurisprudence. There were discussions on the
threats to an independent judiciary and reflections on the 60th anniversary of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
in the context of the challenges we continue to face as a society.

Overall, the experience was immensely valuable, and I would recommend the participation of the Judiciary
of Guam in future AJEI summits.

Please find, attached, my boarding passes.

1/23/2025Digitally signed by Hannah G. 
Arroyo
Date: 2025.01.23 08:12:42 +10'00'
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Melissa M. Casil, Administrator
Association for the Treatment and Prevention of Sexual Abuse, 43rd Annual Research & Treatment Conference

CSFC Judiciary of Guam
October 16 - 18 2024
San Antonio, TX

Thank you for the opportunity to attend this year's ATSA conference representing the Judiciary of Guam.
There are several highlights of this year's conference that are relevant and applicable to the treatment of sex
offenders on Guam. The workshop for psycho-sexual evaluations offered information on what changes to
incorporate into the current practices. First, as reference tools for best practices review of the the ATSA
Code of Ethics (2017) and the Specialty Guidelines for Forensic Psychology (APA, 2012) are essential to
psychosexual evaluations. In addition, it is essential to know the differences between forensic versus clinical
evaluations. One of the most important aspects of the evaluation is to assess and provide any treatment
symptoms. Also, what makes the evaluation different from forensic evaluations is that during the process of
the psychosexual evaluation, there is a priority placed on the well-being of the individual. When conducting
the evaluation, it is important to be mindful that the information being provided is from the perspective of the
individual and that they are the sole source of information for the report.

Another valuable take away is the cultural aspect of working with indigenous populations. There are several
ways that the Judiciary's CSFC division may incorporate indigenous cultural practices into the therapeutic
setting as a means to honor different cultures present on the island. Working with indigenous groups requires
more intimate knowledge of cultural practices and beliefs. This will assist in bridging gaps between western
psychology practices and cultural perspectives. The connection that may be established between justice
involved individuals and the judicial process may break barriers to the process of bridging gaps and
addressing the needs of different cultures. From this perspective, acknowledging different world views
increases co-existing cultures. This will offer a safe space to share and learn about different cultures.

A last highlight of the conference was the topic of reunification in sibling sexual abuse. Several factors
influence the reunification process and the first step is understanding that a collaborative approach is
necessary for this process. First, identifying all key players and the role that each entity play. The decision for
reunification is a process that involves respect and consideration. At this point, the CSFC division needs to
identify its role and the part it will have in the reunification process. More research needs to be done to
establish and identify all the people who have a role in this process in order to have responsibility and
investment in the decision to reunify. This will help to establish goals and expectations so that there is a clear
understanding of how a reunification team can move forward to heal from sexual abuse.

Thank you again for the opportunity. I will be working towards identifying and implementing various ways to
incorporate what I have learned into the processes and procedures of existing CSFC policies to improve how
justice is delivered to individuals in the judicial system.

11/6/2024Digitally signed by Melissa M. Casil 
Date: 2024.11.06 14:22:41 +10'00'
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Maria Erica Eschbach, Staff Attorney
2024 Appellate Judges Education Institute Summit for Judges and Lawyers
Supreme Court Judiciary of Guam
November 14-17, 2024
Westin Boston Seaport District, Boston, MA

I attended the annual Appellate Judges Education Institute (AJEI) Summit for Judges and Lawyers from
November 14-17, 2024, in Boston, MA. AJEI is the preeminent provider of education for appellate judges
and lawyers in the United States. The 2024 Summit was attended by hundreds of judges, lawyers, and
staff attorneys from across the country. The educational program featured a number of highly regarded
speakers covering a wide range of topics on appellate court and appellate practice, including a fireside
chat with former Solicitor General Neal Katyal, an update on recent U.S. Supreme Court opinions
presented by Dean Erwin Chemerinsky of the UC Berkeley School of Law, and a session moderated by
Chief Justice Robert Torres focused on media influence on appellate judges. I provided planning
assistance for a session on judicial transparency and ethics presented by leading practitioners in the field
of judicial conduct. I participated in numerous plenary and breakout sessions and found the sessions on
sua sponte decision-making and practical linguistics particularly useful in my work as Supreme Court Staff
Attorney.

Please find my boarding passes attached. I also request reimbursement in the amount of $44.63 for
ground transportation to and from the airport. My Uber receipts are attached.

1/6/2025Maria Erica Eschbach
Digitally signed by Maria Erica 
Eschbach
Date: 2025.01.06 15:06:06 +10'00'
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BENJAMIN C. SISON JR./MAGISTRATE JUDGE
AJA Annual Conference-New Orleans 2024
Judicial AJA
October 5-10 2024
New Orleans

Attached is the conference agenda. At the conference particular emphasis was on the use of Artificial 
Intelligence (“AI”) for the judiciary. AI stands to greatly affect how everyone involved in the delivery of court 
services can more accurately and efficiently deliver these services. For judges in particular, a judge can 
more quickly find,gather and retrieve relevant and pertinent information to a case including information 
from communications between the court, court staff and patrons and 3rd parties, as well as research legal 
authority including statutes and case law and other legal resources. AI also permits a judge to more 
efficiently and accurately draft and issue judicial decisions and orders.  

January 27, 2025
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